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The maximum temperatures in the State inched
towards 45 °C on Wednesday. Not only in districts,
denizens are facing the heat of scorching summer
as the temperatures have gone above 41 °C
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TS to form high-level panel to
study issue of broken rice
After Centre’s nod, FCI norms on raw rice procurement put government in a fix
E X P R E S S N E W S S E R V I C E @ Hyderabad

WITH the Centre giving approval to
the State government’s intent to deliver 40.20 lakh tonnes of raw rice in
Rabi 2021-22 marketing season,
clouds of uncertainty over paddy
p r o c u r e m e n t h ave b e e n
cleared.
However, ambiguity remains over how the State
government intends to make
up for the shortfall in delivering raw rice as per the regulations of Food Corporation of
India, as the issue of ‘high quantity
of broken rice during milling’ as being claimed by the State government,
is still a matter of concern.
According to the agriculture department, 83.83 lakh tonnes of paddy
is expected to be produced in Rabi

season. Of this, 60 lakh tonnes would
be procured. Under normal conditions, 40 lakh tonnes of raw rice is
expected after milling, however, millers have been claiming otherwise.
According to Thota Sampath, President of Warangal Rice Millers’ Association, in 10-12 districts of
Telangana, half of the output
comes out as broken rice,
and in 13-14 districts rice becomes powdery while milling. He told Express that in
many parts of erstwhile Karimnagar, Medak and Warangal
districts, only 34-35 kg head rice
(proper rice) comes out after
milling.
As per FCI’s norms, for every 100
kg paddy, 67 kg raw rice needs to be
delivered to it. There is a flexibility
of delivering 25 per cent of this 67
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kg, which comes to 16.75 kg, as broken rice. The remaining 50.25 kg has
to be head rice.
According to Dr R Vijaya Kumari,
Principal Investigator, Market Intelligence Centre at PJTSAU, while the
outturn ratio of paddy in kharif season is between 64 per cent to 66 per
cent (the quantity of rice obtained
per quintal paddy while milling), it
is 50 to 60 per cent in Rabi season.
The State government would constitute a high-level committee with
IAS officers to study the issue of broken rice and how to make up for the
shortfall in raw rice deliverable to
FCI. “It is not just the temperature
factor which determines how much
rice would come out as broken rice.
We need to look at the size and capacity of rice mills and milling efficiency,” Dr Vijaya Kumari opined.

HC to establish
survivor-friendly
trial centres
P R A M D A S @Kochi

IN AN attempt to provide vulnerable witnesses, especially survivors of crimes, a safe and conduc ive e nv i r o n m e n t t o g ive
statements fearlessly during a
criminal trial, the Kerala High
Court will set up Vulnerable Witnesses De position Centres
(VWDC) at all courts in the state.
The Supreme Court had asked
all high courts to set up the centre.Vulnerable witnesses include any
child survivor or
one who has not
completed 18
years, survival
of a rape case and
the offences under
the Pocso Act.
The centres will have comfort
items such as stuffed toys, blankets or books for the child survivors to reduce their mental pressure and trauma.
The guidelines brought forward by the court insist on setting up waiting rooms, which
should be used only by the vulnerable witnesses and their non-offending family members and support persons.

Six students, including two girls, from AP will swim from Talaimannar (Sri Lanka) to Dhanushkodi (India) | EXPRESS

ICG to provide technical support to swimmers
Continued from page 1
The Palk Strait is also home to dangerous fish and snakes. “Swimmers
have to overcome the resistance of
strong waves. However, all the necessary training has been given to the
young swimmers to face the challenge,” said Chaitanya.
The Sri Lankan Navy and the Indian Coast Guard will provide tech-

EXPRESS READ
GHMC removes over 1,500
illegal flex boards in city
Hyderabad: As part of a special drive
under its limits, the Directorate of
Enforcement, Vigilance and Disaster
Management wing of the GHMC
confiscated illegal flexis. The EV&DM
has confiscated 1,321 commercial and
253 political flexis which were found
without the required details.

No relief to Ganesh idol
makers on using POP
Hyderabad: The High Court on
Wednesday refused to relax the
conditions imposed on
manufacturing of Ganesh idols with
Plaster of Paris.A bench comprising
CJ Satish Chandra Sharma observed
that there are several SC guidelines
banning the use of PoP.

nical support to the six swimmers.
“The swimmers have got all necessary clearances from both India and
Sri Lanka to swim across the Palk
Strait,” he added. Jiya Rai, a 13-yearold girl from Mumbai, became the
youngest person to cross the Palk
Strait in 13 hours and 10 minutes

A tough sea route
The Palk Strait (Gulf of Mannar) is

one of the toughest sea routes in the
world. The distance from Talaimannar to Dhanushkodi is 29 km.
It is an inlet of the Bay of Bengal
between southeastern India and
northern Sri Lanka.
It is bounded on the south by Pamban Island (India), Adam’s (Rama’s)
Bridge (a chain of shoals), the Gulf
of Mannar, and Mannar Island (Sri
Lanka).

Stalin denies breach of security
during Governor’s travel
E X P R E S S N E W S S E R V I C E @ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu Chief Minister MK
Stalin on Wednesday said no stones
or flags were hurled at Governor’s
entourage when the convoy
w a s o n i t s w ay f r o m
Thirukkadiyur to Dharumapuram Adheenam mutt
on Tuesday and dismissed
such charges as unfair and
imaginary.
The report of the Governor’s ADC also says the convoy passed unscathed, said the CM
and added that legal action was being taken against the protesters.
The Governor, meanwhile, left for
New Delhi on Wednesday. According

to sources, he may discuss recent developments in Tamil Nadu with Union Home Minister Amit Shah during the visit.
The Chief Minister’s reply in the
Assembly was in response to
questions raised by the AIADMK and the BJP during
zero hour.
AIADMK MLAs led by
Leader of the Opposition,
Edappadi K Palaniswami,
raised slogans, staged a
walkout, and boycotted the
session protesting the alleged attack
and government’s failure to maintain law and order. BJP MLAs led by
Nainar Nagenthran too staged a
walkout.
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